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MEMBERS 

JUDGE JAMES NOWLIN 

As many of you know Judge Nowlin was seriously injured on Jan.10 during the ice 

storm.  As the below KXAN piece shows he was saved by a passing stranger. 

Nearing the three month anniversary Jim is improving but still in the 4-6 month basic recovery 

period.  He appreciates us checking in on him as he slowly makes 

his way back to normalcy. 

 

https://www.kvue.com/article/life/heartwarming/an-angel-and-a-saint-amazon-driver-in-

austin-saves-man-who-was-stuck-in-the-snow-for-more-than-an-hour-after-falling/269-

7b4c2e18-f16c-4a27-b58e-de336b91e2e7 

 

MARK STILES 

Mark told me that he was released from the hospital on March 30th after 101 days.  He is  

getting around on a walker and a wheelchair.  He feels that he's getting stronger everyday. He 

appreciates us checking on him and all the concern.  He said he has a long recovery but feels 

he will be back to normal eventually. 

BARRY TELFORD 

Barry says that it's a slow process but he's getting stronger.  He's using a walker and working 

on supporting himself safely.  He's staying up with Mark and appreciates all the concern from 

his friends. 

__ 

 

 

https://www.kvue.com/article/life/heartwarming/an-angel-and-a-saint-amazon-driver-in-austin-saves-man-who-was-stuck-in-the-snow-for-more-than-an-hour-after-falling/269-7b4c2e18-f16c-4a27-b58e-de336b91e2e7
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I know I speak for all when I say how happy we are that our colleagues are progressing so well 

and on their way back.  Please let me know if there are others who are having issues so that 

we  

can wish them well! 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Please join me in welcoming my friend and fellow Marine from Galveston to the Capitol Group: 

DOUG MCLEOD 

https://lrl.texas.gov/legeLeaders/members/lrlhome.cfm 

 

Let me know if you have contact information for others that we may invite them to join us!   

 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH 

 

My friend, and the guy I worked for after I chose not to seek re-election did a lot of good things,  

but maybe the best was the book he created documenting the House composites from 1846-

1992.   

It is a fascinating study.  One of the many things that jump out is the lack of pictures from 1846-

1866.  

Wouldn't it be great to be able to see what they looked like.  Gib and I were discussing it today 

and  

he commented that in looking back over the years he noticed some of the folks for whom streets 

are 

 named for in Tarrant County.  Does anyone know if there have been any updates to this since 

1992? 

 

 

https://lrl.texas.gov/legeLeaders/members/lrlhome.cfm


             

     



     

PETE GALLEGO 

GUEST VIEW: Sul Ross, Texas State can weather storms 
-Odessa American, April 5th 

Pete Gallego 

Posted: Sunday, April 4, 2021 3:15 am 

By Pete Gallego 

When the winter storms hit Texas in February, students, staff, and faculty at Sul Ross State University were tested 

by the weather and power failures. Throughout it all, I coordinated closely with Texas State University System 

Chancellor Brian McCall and his team, who leveraged their statewide network to help our campuses endure. 

On our Alpine campus, broken water lines flooded 22 dorm rooms, five classrooms, and four offices. We 

made the university’s Gallego Center a warming center and makeshift dorm, with university staff heroically helping 

students. The System quickly secured a disaster recovery and remediation firm to make repairs, and then facilitated 

our insurance claims. 

Those difficult days in February highlight how much our university’s relationship with the Texas State University 

System helps us both in normal times and crises, providing partnership, support, and coordination that directly aids 

our students. 

University systems — whether Texas State, Texas Tech, A&M or UT — don’t have pots of money available to spread 

among their favored campuses. Only the Texas legislature can allocate funds to Sul Ross. Chancellor McCall and I 

each served as members of the legislature for two decades, wrote multiple state budgets, and have strong 

relationships there. 

Over the last few years, the System has worked at the Texas Capitol to secure money to build a new athletics field 

house and replace heating systems in Alpine. It also helped bring hundreds of thousands of new dollars to our Rio 

Grande College in Del Rio, Eagle Pass, and Uvalde and worked to increase the Small Institution Supplement. 

System leaders have provided administrative support to help us lower borrowing costs, increase investment returns, 

and identify more than $2 million in annual savings that we have reinvested in our campuses. And, this past winter, 



they were instrumental in securing a $750,000 National Endowment for the Humanities grant for the Museum 

of the Big Bend at Sul Ross to make needed upgrades and repairs. 

Sul Ross is like no other university. We are the only four-year institution in the region and serve students who want to 

remain relatively close to home and might not otherwise earn a degree without us. Texas State University System 

leaders recognize the individuality of Sul Ross and the other rural universities in the System — and empower campus 

leaders to excel on the local level. 

Of course, our university faces challenges, from urgent crises like COVID and the winter storm, to longer term 

concerns, like a recent drop in enrollment. In less than a year as president, I have begun addressing those issues in 

ways that meet our local needs — needs that I know and understand as a lifelong Alpine resident and a second-

generation Sul Ross alumnus. 

We have created summer housing stipends for residence halls; introduced new scholarships for students who are 

close to graduating; hired more academic advisors; and invested in technology to continue remote learning and better 

coordinate classes between the four campuses, even after COVID has passed. 

Chancellor McCall and I are also working directly with senior legislative leaders and budget writers to secure funds to 

build a new facility for Rio Grande College and create a “one stop” center for students who transfer in from Southwest 

Texas Junior College. 

These efforts build on Texas State University System’s strong record of growing and improving its institutions. Every 

other school in the System has increased enrollment since 2010 — as much as 26 percent at Sam Houston State, 

which is also a rural university. 

Some university systems are run from the top down and focus more on their flagship campuses than their smaller, 

regional schools. But our System showed in the February weather emergency and throughout the current legislative 

session that they are committed to supporting us locally so we can weather whatever storm comes next. 

That’s why I’m grateful that Sul Ross is part of the Texas State University System. 

Pete Gallego is president of Sul Ross State University. He is an Alpine native, a Sul Ross alumnus, and a former 

member of both the Texas House of Representatives and the United States Congress. 

 

Joe Straus 

Texas Tribune Podcast -  

Point of Order with Evan Smith -Regular Joe 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/4XZlN0BNAVSgbnOfPQ5ea7?si=xzg3ucVMTc-

6LrrtpjgYaQ&utm_source=native-share-menu 

 

KENT HANCE 

The Best Storyteller in Texas 

In case you missed it Kent's podcast is really good - also wise -and funny, of course! 

https://www.facebook.com/101408538688197/posts/106238294871888/ 
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